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2022 “Surfing the Pipeline” case study – Amgen (Company)

• Coverage: How many drugs did we retrieve from each database?

• Content: What does each database say about those drugs?

Comparison with previous case studies, and tips for your surfing.

Questions and Feedback

Agenda for today’s presentation
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• Why we won’t tell you which source is the best

• Number of records retrieved <> Number of drugs identified

• In a simple search, will we mostly identify the same set of drugs 
in each source?

Coverage
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What I think Abraham Lincoln has to do with drug development 
(yes it’s kind of a stretch)

I’ll explain drug development in a single slide. 
(it might be a bit oversimplified, but wait- there’s SmartArt)

Can Fax machines help me explain why you shouldn’t try to dedupe 
drug pipeline data? 
(Fax machines still exist, right?)

Content
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Query: Company = Amgen. 
Any inclusion of subsidiaries was database-dependent

Total # of Records: 2,114
Total # of Drugs: 1,292

822 Duplicates??

Database Records Retrieved
AdisInsight Drugs 490
Citeline Pharmaprojects 652
Cortellis from Clarivate 
Analytics 530
GlobalData Drugs 442

Amgen Case Study August 2022
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Coverage
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Drugs (where we found them)

Number of sources
# of Drugs (Common 
Drug Names)

% of Total Drugs

All sources 179 14%

3 sources 56 4%

2 sources 85 7%

A single source 972 75%



So…
We just need to be sure to search that 

single source then, right?



AdisInsight Drugs
23%

Citeline Pharmaprojects
35%

Cortellis from Clarivate 
Analytics

24%

GlobalData Drugs
18%

Distribution of drugs found in a single database



Database Coverage – is 50% the best we can do?

Source % of Total 
Records # of Drugs % of Total Drugs

AdisInsight Drugs 23% 490 38%

Citeline
Pharmaprojects 31% 652 50%

Cortellis from 
Clarivate Analytics 25% 530 41%

GlobalData Drugs 21% 442 34%
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38%

50%

41%

34%

23%

31%

25%

21%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

AdisInsight Drugs

Citeline Pharmaprojects

Cortellis from Clarivate Analytics

GlobalData Drugs

Database Coverage Analysis

% of Drugs % of All Records
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So…
That means there’s a consistent set of 

drugs listed in clinical stage, right?



67% (68 Drugs)

51% (52 Drugs )

62% (63 Drugs )

66% (67 Drugs)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

AdisInsight Drugs

Citeline Pharmaprojects

Cortellis from Clarivate Analytics

GlobalData Drugs

Clinical Stage Subset – Drugs found by source



Number of 
sources

# of Drugs 
(Common Drug Names)

% of Total Drugs

All sources 37 41%

3 sources 13 10%

2 sources 10 13%

A single source 42 36%

Clinical subset: the % of Drugs in all sources is very similar to 
the % found in only a single source



Amgen as Collaborator Company



ST-2427 and Avutometinib are in the other sources
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Content
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Content

• Conflicting information benefits from clarifying 
details from multiple sources

• Multiple sources means a more detailed view



Phase Status:
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• Step 1: Eureka! – an idea for a new drug
• Step 2: ??
• Step 3: A new therapeutic (oh and also 

Profit)

How about another example?



Relationship Status:



Neurotech

Amgen

Cortellis



Neurotech

University 
of 

California
Amgen

GlobalData



Neurotech

Lowy 
Medical 
Research 
Institute

Stanford

Amgen

University of 
Miami

National Eye 
Institute

Adis R&D 
Insight



Neurotech

Lowy 
Medical 
Research 
Institute

Stanford

University 
of 

California
Amgen

University 
of Miami

National 
Eye 

Institute

Multiple 
sources



What about Pharmaprojects?
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What if we do not have conflicting information?
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These records are clearly not the same
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A more complete picture draws from multiple records
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Onward! 

The journey continues

More info: bizint.com/surfing
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Part 2: Have we seen results like this before? 

Yes!

20 Years of 
“Surfing the Pipeline”

Case Studies

• 2002: Amgen (originator or licensee)
• 2002: Epilepsy (therapeutic activity code/indication)
• 2003: COX-2 inhibitors (mechanism of action)
• 2008: HER-2 inhibitors (mechanism of action)
• 2014: Hepatitis-C (indication)
• 2019: Mesothelioma (indication)
• 2022: Amgen revisited 
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Amgen (originator or licensee) - 2002

Average retrieved from single database = 55%
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Epilepsy (therapeutic activity code/indication) - 2002

Average retrieved from single database = 38% 44%
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COX-2 inhibitors (mechanism of action) - 2003

Average retrieved 
from single database
= 40%
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HER-2 inhibitors (mechanism of action) - 2008

Average 
retrieved from 
single database
= 29%
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Hepatitis-C (indication) - 2014

Average 
retrieved from 
single database
= 36%



© 2022 BizInt Solutions, Inc   |  www.bizint.com 42

Mesothelioma (indication) - 2019

Average retrieved from single database = 53%
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Amgen (company) - 2022

Average retrieved from single database = 40%
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Common Drug Name statistics

10

5

433

4+ records
3 records
2 records
1 record

Epilepsy (Clinical) - 2003

Mesothelioma - 2019

If your CDN statistics don’t look 
like this, you should revisit your 
search strategies.
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What’s the reason for coverage differences?

Each database must 
have indexed a 
record on your search 
term in order for you 
to retrieve it.

Indexing!
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What’s the reason for indexing differences?

Be aware that each 
database has 
editorial policies 
which guide how a 
record is indexed.

Editorial policy!
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And why are editorial policies different?

The men who founded 
each database come from 
different backgrounds --
affecting editorial policies 
and hiring.

Founders?

Philip Brown (Pharmaprojects) – Pharmacist. 
Founded a stable of racehorses.

Sir Graeme Avery (Adis Insight) – Hospital Pharmacist. 
Founded Sileni Winery, Knight Companion of the NZ Order of Merit

Ian Tarr (Cortellis) –
Chemist. 
Funded bioinformatics 
lab at University of 
Bath.

Josep R. Prous (Integrity) – Biochemist. 
Awarded Creu de Sant Jordi, 
Catalonia’s highest civilian honor.

Sean Power & Jason 
Krantz (GlobalData) –
Finance/Business. 
Entrepreneurs pursuing 
ventures in healthcare 
information.
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• You can leverage the research and analysis of 
dozens of pipeline editors.

• And the discrepancies can draw your attention to 
items that need more review.

• Try to use at least two.
• But be aware that you are surfing…
• …in shark-infested waters!

Pipeline databases are great!



Time for your Questions 
& Comments!

bizint.com/surfing
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