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The Problem

• When you revisit a search, how do you know 
which families are new and which you have 
seen before?

• How can you determine which publications 
are new since the last search?
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Typical Scenarios for Updating Reports

• Integrating weekly/monthly alert results with 
an existing report

• Reviewing filing/grant activity since the last 
project milestone

• Tracking changes for a complex search using 
multiple search technologies / platforms 
(e.g. classifications, semantic search, 
chemical structure, gene sequences)
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Challenges in Detecting Changes

• Limiting search by publication date reduces 
the volume of results to review by removing 
unchanged families

• Limiting analysis by latest publication date 
can help, but what if a new CPC symbol is 
applied to an old publication?

• What can you do if the results are coming 
from multiple databases?

• Can you find the changes if the database 
returns a different family member?
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An updated report
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In this workshop

• How Update works in BizInt Smart Charts
• The Row Status column
• Identifying New Publications
• Update in Reference Rows
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Updating reports

• File | Update
• All charts need to be open before updating.
• The “key” chart is your baseline – your 

existing report, against which new data is 
compared

• Rows are compared when both the database 
and the accession number are the same.
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Updating reports

• File | Update
• Rows from the baseline are copied, in order, 

to the new chart
• New records added at bottom of the new 

chart
• Rows that have new data remain in their 

position from the baseline chart
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Updating reports

• Added charts in an update can be a set of new 
records (as in an alert, or date limited search)

• This only reports Added and Updated rows.
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Updating reports

• Added charts can also be a complete set of 
data (as in exporting a workbook after new 
records added)

• In this case, you could use the “Update with 
complete set of results” option, which will 
report any rows which were no longer in the 
set.
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Updating reports with multiple new sets

• Combine all new charts into one and update 
key chart with this new chart

• -or-
• Update key chart by adding charts from all 

sources

• Change detection is for the last update, so 
you want to do the update in one step.
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Row Status (family oriented)

• “Added” means this is a new family in this 
report

• “Updated” means the family was seen before 
but has new/changed information

• “Unchanged” means the family has not 
changed from the baseline

• Row Status reflects what happened to the 
record at that row.
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Row Status (publication level)

• “Added” means this is a new publication in 
this report

• “Updated” means the publication has been 
changed (typically added indexing)

• “Unchanged” means the publication has not 
changed from the baseline
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Sorting updated reports

Sort Row Status (descending) to 
bring new content to top, 

followed by changes



© 2019  BizInt Solutions, Inc   |  www.bizint.com 16

Example: Update a PatBase Search



© 2019  BizInt Solutions, Inc   |  www.bizint.com 17

New Publications column

• Automatically created during update if there 
is a Patent Family column present.

• Lists publications found in new records but 
not in the “key” chart.

• Reflects publications not in the key chart 
during the last update operation only.
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New Publications column

• New in version 5.3
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New Publications column

• In Added rows, all publications are “New”
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Summary Record export from an Update
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Multiple records per family

• Reports combining results from several 
family-oriented databases
e.g. Orbit and CAplus

• Reports built from publication level databases
e.g. Derwent Innovation

• Reports with a mix of family and publication 
level databases 
e.g. CAplus, USFULL, EPFULL, PCTFULL
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Introducing Reference Rows

• One or more record in each family
• Records grouped based on “Common Family”
• Selection for each field is based on rules
• Special rules for the Row Status and 

New Publications columns
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Tools | Identify Common Patent Family
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Row Status in Reference Rows

• “Added” means this group of related records 
(family) is new in this report

• “Updated” means the baseline had the family 
before, but has new/changed information, 
possibly from added records

• “Unchanged” means the family has not 
changed from the baseline

• Row Status reflects what happened to the 
family at that row.
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New Publications in Reference Rows

• A new publication in one record might already 
have been present in another record for the 
same family.

• Reference Rows attempts to detect 
publications which are truly new for all the 
records grouped by Common Family

• New Publications shows publications which 
are new in the group during the most recent 
update.
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Use Case: Orbit + PatBase

• Update an old report from one database with 
equivalent search from a new system



© 2019  BizInt Solutions, Inc   |  www.bizint.com 28

Use Case: Orbit + PatBase

• ‘360 application is in our original Orbit record
• Marked as “New” in PatBase record
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Use Case: Orbit + PatBase

• Group identified as “Updated”, indicating 
that we’ve seen the family before but there 
are possible changes

• Combined result shows no new publications
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Use Case: Orbit + PatBase

• PatBase record shows four “new” publications
• Original Orbit record had three of these
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Use Case: Orbit + PatBase

• Only the ‘445 application, which was only 
present in the new PatBase record, is listed as 
a New Publication
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Sorting Row Status in Reference Rows

• In Reference Rows, the sort is performed on 
the results of the Reference Rows rule

• New families (“Added”) appear at top
• Then changes (“Updated”)
• Followed by unchanged rows
• Remember – sort in Descending order
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Use Case: Derwent Innovation

• Each record represents a publication
• Publications might include related Derwent 

family data
• As new publications are published, your 

search results might include new publications 
from families you’ve already seen
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Example: Update on Derwent Innovation
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Use Case: Derwent Innovation

• Row status rolls up individual publication 
status to a family level
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Use Case: Derwent Innovation

• New Publications limited to publications not 
previously listed in a record for that family
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Thank you…
Questions???
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